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WHAT	IS	NANOWRIMO?	



NaNo	
Begins	

1999 

341,	375	participants;		
38,438	winners	

Over	200,000	
participants	
Over	2.8	billion	words	

Camp	NaNoWrimo	launches	

2000 

Moved	to	November	
(boo,	hiss)	

Techno	leap	forward	

NANOWRIMO	TIMELINE	



THE	OFFICIAL	RULES	
�  Start	at	12:00	a.m.	November	1st	

�  Reach	50,000	words		

�  End	by	11:59	p.m.	November	30th	
(your	local	time)	

�  All	new	words	

�  Start	at	the	beginning	

�  Planning	and	notes	
permitted	

�  Larger	word	count	
permitted	

�  NOT	allowed	to	start	earlier	
and	write	for	30	days	



WINNING	BOILS	DOWN	TO	
30	DAYS	=	
720	hours	

43,200	minutes	
2,592,000	seconds	

	
50,000	WORDS	IN	30	DAYS	=	

1667	words/day	for	30	days	
OR	

2000	words/day	6	days	a	week	
OR	

Calculate	how	many	working	days	YOU	will	have,		
then	divide	50,000	by	that	number	

	



TO	OFFICIALLY	WIN	
�  Verify	word	count	on	Website	by	deadline	

�  If	you	submit	50,000	word,	you	“win”	



WHAT	DO	YOU	WIN?	
�  PRIZES!	

�  Satisfaction	&	pride	

�  You	finished	a	novel!		



THE	PURPOSE	OF	NANOWRIMO	
The	Official	Answer:	

�  To	get	people	to	START	writing	
�  To	use	a	deadline	as	incentive	
�  To	get	the	story	rolling	
�  To	get	in	the	habit	of	putting	words	on	paper	
	
	



THE	PURPOSE	OF	NANOWRIMO	
Common	Answers:	

�  To	challenge	yourself	
�  To	develop	a	routine	
�  To	“try	on”	an	idea	
�  To	push	past	writer’s	block	
�  To	make	progress	fast	
�  To	build	confidence	
�  To	find	a	writing	community	
�  The	Pep	Talks!	
�  To	say	you	did	it	
	
	



THE	PURPOSE	OF	NANOWRIMO	
My	Top	Reasons:	

�  The	deadline	
�  Accountability	
�  Learning	how	to	“vomit”	write	
�  Quantity	begets	quality	

	
	



WHY	NOT	DO	NANO?	

�  If	trying	would	be	detrimental	

�  If	losing	would	be	detrimental	

�  If	NaNo	would	provide	MORE	distractions	

�  If	revisions	of	a	messy	ms	would	be	too	much	

�  If	it	would	break	a	good	rhythm	



Why	would	you	do	NaNo?	



NaNo	ALTERNATIVES	

�  Be	a	NaNo	Rebel	

�  CampNaNoWriMo	

�  Make	Your	Own	



NaNoWriMo.org!

Nanowrimo.uservoice.com!



THE	PEP	TALKS	







MY	NANOWRIMO	



COMMUNITY	



WRITE	INS	



FORUMS	
�  Official	Stuff		

�  Sponsor	Offers	

�  Support	&	Tech	Help	

�  The	Coffeehouse	

�  Newbies	

�  Finding	Your	Crew	

�  Writing	Groups,	Assemble!	

�  Regional	forums	

�  Reference	desk	

�  **Private	Affinity	Groups**	



WRITER’S	RESOURCES	



EMAIL	



SOCIAL	MEDIA	



EXTERNAL	RESOURCES	

Live	Chat	with	NaNo’s	Grant	Faulkner	
October	22nd	at	noon	EST	

KoboWritingLife.com!





① 	Internal	

② 	Environment	

③ 	Time	

④ 	Others	



CALENDAR	CLEARING	
o  ELMINATE	
o  POSTPONE	

o  TRADE	

o  REDUCE	

o  DO	IT	NOW	
o  STREAMLINE	

o  CONSOLIDATE		



① 	Roadmap	
② 	Plot	
③ 	Characters	
④ 	Setting	
⑤ 	Research	



BE	A	PLANTSER	



① 	Motivation	

② 	Doldrums	

③ 	Personal	demons	

④ 	Writer’s	Story	block	



WHAT’S	NEXT?	
�  Why	do	you	want	to	do	NaNo?	

�  Where	are	you	going	to	write?	

�  Make	time	to	write!	

�  Set	expectations	

�  Prep	your	story	–	Be	a	Plantser!	

�  Prep	tools	for	if	you	get	stuck	

�  NaNoWriMo	official	prep	class	

�  My	class!	


